Comparison (2)

Before comparatives you can use:

much alot far(=alot) abit alittle slightly (= a little)
® Let’s go by car. It’s much cheaper. (o7 It’s a lot cheaper:.) :
® Don’t go by train. It’s a lot more expensive. (or It’s much more expensive.)
e Could you speak a bit more slowly? (or ...speak a little more slowly?)
® This bag is slightly heavier than the other one.
® Her illness was far more serious than we thought at first. (o7 .

...a lot more serious...)

__much more serious... or

You can use any and no + comparatives (any longer / no bigger etc.):
® I've waited long enough. I’'m not waiting any longer. (= not even a little longer)
® We expected their house to be very big but it’s no bigger than ours. (or...it isn’t any
bigger than ours.)
® Yesterday you said you felt ill. Do you feel any better today?
® This hotel is better than the other one and it’s no more expensive.

Harder and harder / more and more / more and more difficult etc.

We repeat comparatives like this (...and...) to say that something is changing continuously:
- @ It’s becoming harder and harder to find a job.
e It’s becoming more and more difficult to find a job.
e Your English is improving. It’s getting better and better.
® These days more and more people are learning English.

The...the better
Study these examples:
e “What time shall we leave?’ “The sooner the better.’ (= as soon as possible)
e “What sort of box do you want? A big one?” ‘Yes, the bigger the better.” (= as big as
possible)
e When you're travelling, the less luggage you have to carry the better. (= it is best to have
as little luggage as possible)

We also use the...the... (with two comparatives) to say that one thing depends on another thing:
e The warmer the weather, the better | feel. (= if the weather is warmer, I feel better)

The sooner we leave, the sooner we will arrive.

The younger you are, the easier it is to learn.

The more expensive the hotel, the better the service.

The more electricity you use, the higher your bill will be.

The more I thought about the plan, the less I liked it.

Older and elder
The comparative of old is older:
" @ Tom looks older than he really is.

You can use elder (or older) when you talk about people in a family. You can say (my) elder
brother/sister/son/daughter:

e My elder brother is a pilot. (or My older brother...)
We say ‘my elder brother’ but we do not say that ‘somebody is elder...

e My brother is older than me. (ot ‘elder than me’)
For eldest, see Unit 107D.
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EXERCISES

Use the words in brackets to complete the sentences. Use much / a bit etc. + a comparative form.
Use than where necessary.

1 Her illness was .. much more serious than we thought at first. (much / serious)

This bag is too smallIneedsomethmg ....................................................................... (much / big)

%

3 I'm afraid the problem is ...

4 You looked depressed this morning but you 00K ...
now. (a bit / happy)

5 Ienjoyed our visit to the museum. [t Was ...

(far / interesting) :

You’re driving too fast. Could you drive ... > (a bit / slowly)

B sl e b o ATk BN to learn a foreign language in the country where
it is spoken. (a lot / easy)

8 I thought she was younger than me but in fact she’s ...
(slightly / old)

()

Complete the sentences using any/no + a comparative. Use than where necessary.

1 I'm fed up with waiting. ’m not waiting ...any.longer. .

2" Pm sorry m a bit late but I couldn’t get here .........viiviiiiicmmn et inmsasbvsmanmeess ’

3 This shop isn’t expensive. The PriCes are ... s anywhere else.
4 [ must stop for a rest. I can’t walk ... .

5 The traffic isn’t particularly bad today. I’s ..o usual.

Complete the sentences using the structure in Section C (...and...).

1 It’s becoming .. harder and harder.  to find a job. (hard)

2 That hole in your pullover is SEUNG ..ot i (big)
B a s seemed.t0 ZBE i oottt oo it B s i as I carried them. (heavy)
B v aited for my interview, [ became .. ............2 L0 G DG, S ARG L S (nervous)
B he oy wenton, the weather got........ooid b SRS O AA AR I0E S0 SRS . (bad)
BIRRGYEIAL 15 DECOMITIG. civcieoctintsctostons oo oo st st e AR S SRS (expensive)
7 Since she has been in Britain, her English has GOt ... (good)
8 As the conversation went on, he became ... MR (talkative)

These sentences are like those in Section D. Use the word(s) in brackets (in the correct form) to
complete the sentences.

1 I like warm weather. The warmer the weather, ...the better | feel.  (feel)
2 1didn’t really like him when we first met.

Bt the more 1gbt toulkvow: Wiy 8 amesii . .. vl %, srsie ale il on i stk (like)
3 If you’re in business, you want to make a profit.

filic more goods you sell, & SECmmeb el 8 L0 SRR b et e i) 1l . (profit)
4 It’s hard to concentrate when you’re tired.

R TIOTE TILEA VOUTBLE, .iorooteosiiigrariisriar s soreeiiot e i s iy Vs ek oo i AR L AR (hard)
5 She had to wait a very long time.

b Jotmer sHe WaIbed, i i e it B o b e (impatient/become)

Which is i(/)rrect, older or elder? Or both of them?

v :

1 My older / elder brother is a pilot. (older and elder are both correct)

2 I'msurprised Diane is only 25. I thought she was older / elder.

3 Ann’s younger sister is still at school. Her older / elder sister is a nurse.
4 Martin is older / elder than his brother.
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Superlatives — the longest / the most enjoyable etc.

Study these examples:

What is the longest river in the world?
What was the most enjoyable holiday you’ve ever had?

Longest and most enjoyable are superlative forms.

The superlative form is -est or most... . In general, we use -est for short words and most...

longer words. (The rules are the same as those for the comparative — see Unit 104.)

long — longest hot — hottest easy — easiest hard — hardest
but most famous most boring most difficult most expensive
These adjectives are irregular:

good — best bad — worst far — furthest

For spelling, see Appendix 6.

We normally use the before a superlative (the longest / the most famous etc.):
® Yesterday was the hottest day of the year.
® That film was really boring. It was the most boring film I’ve ever seen.
® She is a really nice person — one of the nicest people I know.
® Why does he always come to see me at the worst possible moment?
Compare:
e This hotel is the cheapest in town. (superlative)
® This hotel is cheaper than all the others in town. (comparative)

Oldest and eldest
The superlative of old is oldest:
e That church is the oldest building in the town. (not ‘the eldest’)
We use eldest (or oldest) when we are talking about people in a family:
e My eldest son is 13 years old. (or My oldest son...)
e Are you the eldest in your family? (o7 ...the oldest...)

After superlatives we use in with places (towns, buildings etc.):
® What is the longest river in the world? (not ‘of the world’)
® We had a lovely room. It was one of the nicest in the hotel. (10t ‘of the hotel’)
We also use in for organisations and groups of people (a class / team / company etc.)
® Who is the best student in the class? (not ‘of the class’)

We normally use of for a period of time:
® What was the happiest day of your life?
® Yesterday was the hottest day of the year.

We often use the present perfect (I have done) after a superlative (see also Unit 8A):
e What’s the best film you’ve ever seen? '

e That was the most delicious meal P’ve had for a long time.

Sometimes we use most + adjective to mean ‘very’:
e The book you lent me was most interesting. (= very interesting)

e Thank you for the money. It was most generous of you. (= very generous)

Comparison (cheaper/more expensive etc.) > [MIEIIRNIA  Flder .. ETT3
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UNIT
EXERCISES 4% ﬁ?
Complete the sentences. Use a superlative (-est or most...) + a preposition.
1 It’s a very nice room. It ...is the nicest room.in . the hotel.
s R g 0 e - 0y Y10 [ O N S R N O ORI the town.
Sl WS R VOLY A pDY iy 16 WS R L D L A B A R Ry, my life.
shashtaameryititlligent stider. - SHE s imn. Slaimamth.. ..o i e the class.
B S Ve Y VAl W a b e DA EIEE i o it s v ssinsasscssion cbise i AR et the gallery.
GESDTINE TSP VERZAUSY LIThe O el tivivrics: s ibamiim ity seraesissassepebliais - dpilaend] the year.
In the following sentences use one of + a superlative + a preposition.
7 It’s a very nice room. It ...ig one of the nicest rooms in  the hotel.
SRIES & VETY. FIChIMANAETE’S O oo .covns creyustohrns mevha. b reids bt svrasses s oagmes b vesvpm b Aies ol oo the world.
e ke e Ren i [ (1R SRS R Britain.
B e C LY BUOU PIAYET, NP ot o T AT T, MR the team.
NS aReny bad eXPEriences Lh. s i i e ahosenysssiracssessomvmary. abss bysm bt et my life.
BPAEIE'S & very dangerous criminal He v dua it e i s the country.
Complete the sentences. Use a superlative (-est or most...) or a comparative (-er or more...).
1 We stayed at .. the cheapest.  hotel in the town. (cheap)
2 Our hotel was ...cheaper. . than all the others in the town. (cheap)
3 The United States is very large but Canada is ..o (large)
S AR T e . river in the world? (long)
BEle was a bit depressed yesterday but he looks ... today. (happy)
B St wiul day. It Was ... onboilen s 00 0 day of my life. (bad)
T D o A sport in your country? (popular)
D205 R O mountain in the worlds: Ftist . Lo Dens asen o
than any other mountain. (high) .
B We had a great holiday. It was one of the ... holidays we’ve ever |
had. (enjoyable)
10 I prefer this chair to the other one. JE'S, oo s SRR e (comfortable) i
BRENERRRS o, L e way of getting from here to the station? (quick) E
12 Mr and Mrs Brown have got three daughters. ... is 14 years old. k
(old)
What do you say in these situations? Use a superlative + ...ever... . Use the words given in I
brackets (in the correct form).
1 You’ve just been to the cinema. The film was extremely boring. You tell your friend:
(boring/film/see) ... That’s the most boring film l've ever seen. .
2 Your friend has just told you a joke, which you think is very funny. You say:
(Einy/ioke/Mear) THALS o it o e S S MR R T e it
3 You’re drinking coffee with a friend. It’s really good coffee. You say:
(good/coffee/taste) TRIs ..........coieiirsssimsinsssssne b it i i R R EUOEE L S S
4 You are talking to a friend about Mary. Mary is very patient. You tell your friend about her:
(Daticnt/Petson/mieet) Blie. & bl il o i s G g e e
5 You have just run ten kilometres. You’ve never run further than this. You say to your friend:
E e R o et i 1537 o e S v A v s
6 You decided to give up your job. Now you think this was a bad mistake. You say to your
friend: (bad/mistake/make) It ... B et NN NIRLY s 236 5 o L 5%
7 Your friend meets a lot of people, some of them famous. You ask your friend:
Ger el cr il s I e o o T R SRt R S P ?
|
215
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