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“We are taking over the MAMBO (Bogotá Museum of Modern Art) to denounce what is possible and build what is impossible. We are taking what is shared, what belongs to everyone. We are taking over art in order to oxygenate art. We are taking over that which, despite its closed doors, asks and needs to be taken over. We are making the decision to take control of our city and our symbols, our buildings and our vacant lots. We are taking over the castrated voice and the forced silences; we are exercising the freedom to be free to not sell our art, but instead share it with everyday people from a place of commonality.” 
Taking Over the MAMBO was awarded a Red Galería Santa Fe grant by the Instituto Distrital de las Artes (IDARTES). The project was developed by the Colectivo Aurelio and the Fundación Más Arte Más Acción, with support from the Bogotá Museum of Modern Art (MAMBO).
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Paco Gómez Nadal, Spanish journalist
 

Taking Over the MAMBO took place from February 9th to 11th. Over three days, 12 artist collectives and cultural organizations—called together by the Colectivo Aurelio and the Fundación Más Arte Más Acción—carried out a series of actions aimed at reactivating the museum’s role, the space it occupies in Bogotá, and its relationship to the development of the local art scene. 
The event welcomed more than 4000 attendees, many of whom do not have a close relationship with the city’s art scene or do not customarily go to museums or exhibition venues. Through workshops, interventions, installations, and free open concerts, the collectives attracted a wide audience who was able to experience a museum beyond its traditional concept and closer to their daily lives. Each proposal interacted with the others despite their differences. After all, they shared a vision; for three days, they would transform the museum into a space for reflection on daily life and what is local in the arts.
Más Arte Más Acción is a non-profit organization that has been working since 2011 to create a platform of interdisciplinary artistic projects that frequently involves communities from the Pacific region. The non-profit aims to consolidate artistic practices and critical thinking in Colombia through cultural exchange and dialogue. The Chocó Base in the Colombian Pacific is a source of inspiration for visual artists, as well as professionals from other disciplines, who explore social and environmental issues.
Several members of Más Arte Más Acción were interested in proposals to generate critical thinking in the city. Thus, the Colectivo Aurelio was born, formed by visual artist Fernando Arias and art historian Jaime A. Martínez. As a visual artist, Fernando has worked on the appropriation of patriotic symbols and territories that remain invisible yet are part of the Colombian periphery. Arias represented Colombia at the Venice Bienniale in 1998 and served as curator of MICROmacro, a project selected in 2011 for the Salón Regional de Artistas. Martínez has led projects such as “ReBandera” (2016), in which 26 artists were invited to redefine the Colombian flag and take over the Centro de Memoria, Paz y Reconciliación (Center for Memory, Peace, and Reconciliation).

